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SYSTERY LICIT JUST :IF IR ? Xentish Times. 22.4.73.

«&8 1t a weathor balloon? "hat is the cucstion asked this week after
two separate sightingc of a "strange bright light" over Bexley

on Zarch Lth ~ and only fcur days befors u “ientish Uimes" feature
on unidentified flying obj:cts.

ir. Graham Roberts and his mothor .\udrcy saw the light from their
home in Bexleyheath at &.25pm while tcacher upr, John Smith and his
fiancee Jane saw it froa lIartford at cxactly tie same time.

wre RObsrts said the phenumcnon headed almest directly toward their
home in Red ‘iouse lLane, from a south-westerly dircection. '» Smith
maintainced the light appoared ‘o be over 3oxley.

3aid ur. Roberts, a survoeyor; “"iJatching the ligut for about 30
scceconds I noticed it was rising in the sky snd getting lurger.

"As it came necarer it becume cvident that it was a collection of
lighte rescmbling the siape of i spherical diamond.

“The cluster of lights - about "ive - continued to rise and began
trovelling in 2 south-casterly dircestion.™

Twice the lights appeursd to be switched off” and the object -moving
fast =~ changed direction abruptiy anc witiout warning.

ir. loberts, 27, end a ke2n nig.t ficuerman, reported the sighting
to the ilinistry of Defencc, vho this w:ek confirmed to the Kentish
Timco that it was being iavectiguted.

The Letepcological Office sald of the four wsather balloons released
daily at Jatwick airport, 20 miles south~-vest of Dexlecy, the lust
vent off at upm. ‘

The spolesman said the ballooas were allowed to drift and they shovi-
cd up -n 2 brilliunt colour wion illuminated by evening sunlight.
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A winduill~-shaned satellite that has b.oun orbiting the carth since
last July hus found posiible cospur d::posits 1In Pukistan, fire haz-
ards in California und hss shown there arc errors in maps of the
AmazZone

The first karth Resources Technology ..atcllite (#RT3) is taking
man's most detailed look at the v.orld's sarfiace, as it circlee the
globe 14 times a day. It serds busk & strcam of data on what treas-
urce lie within its view 575 uiics below, cnd whiat man and nature
arc ¢oing to our plancte.

8inco thc Zdi me projecct was launchad. 7273 has tuken more than 160,
000 nicturcs, photographing 90 er cent of the Unitcd Statos and

75 por cent of the world's lind mass, - including onc fifth of the
loviet Union and Chinz.

Scicntists and space officials said at a week long symposium that it
had proved far more valuxble than had boen forecast. They were part-
icularly imprcssed by the prozising outlookx for surveys of remote
regions in \laska, Canada and other sroas which arc seldom flown
over by plancs,

Scicntists studying ERTS picturcs spoke of these discoverics:
~apparcnt nickel deposits in .ostern Canuda, indicated by the co-
lours and contours of the turrain.

“An arcn in South .Africzc likely to contain lgrge ruserves of nickel.
“.hat are dbelicved to be coppur ranges in recmote craus in Pakistcon.
“*The extent of Eucalyptus forcests in Culiforaia that were killcd by
cold wcather. Dead bark shed by the trses poscs a serious fire threat
in sarts of the statc,

«ith ERTS keeping a watchful eye from space, polluters will have
lese chance of doing their dirty work in secret.

The satellite's television cameras and scamners, tock a look at
smoke pollution in the industrial cities of CGary, Indiana, Fittd-
burgh, Chicago and Mdinneapolis, '

They ulso examined what happened after the dumping of sewage and
acid sludge in the Atlantic off New York Harbour. Ucientists were
gble to detect differcnces in water colour due to the dumpings

and the waste dispersal by currents and tides.

The satellite can photograph the same 115 mile wide strip of the
globe at the same time of duy 20 times a ycar, shovving progressive
effccts of pollution, urbanisation and soil and coast crosion.

It als0 kceps watch on crops and forosts, snows and water sugplies
and the silting of rcservoirs and rivers. It can even detect
underground water reservcs by their effect on surfacc vegetation.
1AT341 is due to function for at leadt a year. Its successor was to
hive been launched next autumn, but has been delayed until 1975.




Lystc ' s Sumiay xpress. 1..%.75
“her: ore no ¢ noticn dating bick ncourly a hun-
dred ycars that tie tad Plonet anos o prosise netuork of irrigation
channcls hus finzlly been xuocksd on tle head.

Ceicntists cxuninin’ a total of 7,3:9 surfosc pictures televised

to carth by .merica’s Hara-orviting sat. lite say they cun find
nothing that could conccivably have boon coastriicted by intelligent
beings. Dut there is, they say, onc wuaccing great natural chasm
across tne planct's waistline and many ouicr intrfguing features.
~ltogether,indded, it seeme thut .iurs is 2 miéch more hopeful prosp-
ect for future investigution than v.s ori 1ly thouaght.

In « final report on the work of darincr 9, which waus guidud into
orbit over a year ago, the Americans say the chasm stretchos for
about <,500 miles - or mpearly a cuartcr of th: vlanc®'s circumfer-
ence. In plac:s the shasam is 75 milce wide and as much us four miles
decpe.

This makes it nearly 10 times longer than their own Grand Canyon
and four Pines the decpth. Sut just ho susk a Luge gash could have
been made in the Red Flunet's side reacins o mystery.

The remote~controlled spacecr:ft oruit:d .are . S3 times taking photo~
groohs and sending busk othapr cutuils of the terrain und atmosphere.
During this time it aleo took the world's first closc-up pictures
of thc 2cd Planet's two moons: hwobos and Leimos.

3ut whit plcnses scicntists moot 48 the gemecral discovory that far
froa becing a dcad planct Jdars is vory auch alive and should wecll
rc;ay the cxpense and «ffort of first landing & robot on the surface,
(during 1975) und then (before tic cud of the century) a manned land-
ing.Thotggraphs und other sciontific information chow that idars has
tovering mountains, an atmoepherc containing water vapour, and even
some oxygen und winds that sometimcs bRdw at more than 100 miles

an Lhour. The planct has surface tcaperatures ranging froam 51 degrees
above zero Fahrenheit to 159 degrees bolow, It may also have active
volcanoes.

with this information to hund scientiets find it difficult to dis-
miss some sort of life, howovor primitive, may be found by the
Viking .iars londing vehicle which they propose sending to the Red
Pl:net two ycars from now,

dariner's transmiiters vcre owitcled off aft.r the entire surfuce

of loprs hid been manzed but the spucispaft 18 cxpectcd to continue
idly oruiting thc planet for more thon 50 yeare.
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Those mystoerious rings thet encirciz the oLcn-t uutara vonnar to

e e of solid mate rinl udt gas, and nose & major tarcat to zny
v.ould-b& cxplorcrs, izntists raonort.

Rader soundings indicat: the rings cre acde up of rough, rocky chunks
at least threce feet in diuncter and pousivly aach Bigger.

Y“hz findings came from two radir astronogers, 2r. Richard {. YERRIE
Coldstein and George \. #orris, Jr. of the jet propulsion labor=
atory at Pasadena, Californic.

Using the US Opace Agercy's Goldstone anteana in the MHojave desert
they bounced signals off the rings in the 7irst successful radar
proving of aturne.

The planet, more than 10 times the size of ecarth, is about 700
million miles away and the radar signals took two anc a cuarter
hours to make the round trip. This was claimed s the longest
"planetary radar bounce" yet _attempted.

Up to now, most space ecicntésts and astroaiomers believed the rings
wvere very thin and comgrised of ice crystals, dust, gas or a com-
bincation of bothe.

Zut Dr. Goldstein says the radar results rale this out.

¢ rcceived much strorgsr bounce-buack sigaals than we cxincted
from such a distanceco.s.oour cchoes indicate rough. jagged surfoces”
e warned that Saturn's rings "must be considered an extrem¢ hazard
to any spacccraft sent into or ncar theme"

in contrast, no radar checks were detected from Saturn itself,

which scems to confirm the belicf that it is gaseous without axy
solid material surface.

The material in the rir;s, of which there are at lecast three ranzing
outward some 85,000miles, is closely packel - dbut not too closecly,
since starlight can shine through theme

The United States plane to scnd an wnmanned mariner spacecraft

past Jupiter and Saturr in 1977, but it will not approach close
enough to Haturn to be endangered by the rings,




